
R:i;AR ADMIRAL WALTER KEN!mTH KILPATRICK, 1J SN, HETIRED 

Rear Adn::iral Kilpatr:!.cl-c, born 1n New York, New York, Oct­
ober 29, 1887, was appo:'i.ntod to the U, s. Naval Academy from his 
native st1:.to in 1904, GradUD.ted in 1908, he served the two yea1·s 
at sea then reqtii1:'ed law before he was co=issioned Ensign in 
June 1908, He subsequently progressed :!.n grade until his promo-
tion to Rea1° Admirnl, July 28, 1942, was ret:,rer' t 1, " 

After graduation in 1908, Re,3,r Admiral Kilpatrick joined 
the u.s.s, CF..ARLES·:ro:r,r, operating with the Pacific Fleet, nnd 
cruised in her to Asiatic Station, Detached in February 1909, 
l:e had consecutive duty in tl::e U,S,S, ARAYAT, the U,S,S, RAINBOW~ 
tho U.S,S, SOUTH Di\KOTA, tho U.S,S. LAWRE:i'<CE nnd the U,S,S. l'!Jl.RY­
LAND until February 1914, From April of that year until April 
1916 he had duty at the Navy Yard, Boston, Massachusetts, In 
April 1916 he joined the U,S,S, OZARK in which he was serving 
when tho United States entered the World War a yoar later. In 
April 1919 he was transferred to duty as engineer officer of 
U,0,S, VIRGINIA which opori:.-;;ed with the Atlantic Fleet during 
the World War. Detached from that battleship in January 1919, 
ho served as engineer officer of the U. S, s. DELAWARE un.til August 
1920. 

Roar Adm:!.ral llilpatrick had duty w:!.th the Board of In­
spection and Survey, Navy Department, Washington, D, c., from 
September 1920 until March 1922, Ho co:r.pleted the course in 
chemical warfare at tho Edgewood Arsenal, Edgewood, Maryland, ir: 
Juno of tc1at year, und completed t:ie senior course at the Naval 
War College, Newport, Rhode Island, in May 1923, Returning to 
sea, ho served as navigator cf the U,S,S. MARYLAND until Decem­
ber 1923, in CollllllCnd of the U,S,S, DOYEN until May 1925, and in 
cowirl!1nd of the U,S,S, HATFIELD until tho fellowing August. Ro 
was stationed at the Navy Yard, New York, New York, from Septem­
ber 1925 until July J.927, nnd completed tho course at tl10 Army 
War College, Washington, D. C., in June 1928. After cormnnnding 
tho U.S. S, BiJSNELL from July 1928 until July 1929, he served froJ11 
August 1929 unt:!.1 Soptomber 1931 as aide and flag secretary en 
tho staff of Admiral Charles Butler McVay, Jr., U,S.~T., Commander 
in Chief, Asiatic Fleet, of which the U,S,S, PITTSBURGH, and later 
tho U,S,S, HOUSTON, W,'.lS flagship. 

Returning to the United States, Rear Ad.rinral Kilpn triclc 
hGd duty ir: the Office of Naval Intelligence, Navy Dopc.1•tment, 
Washington, D, C,, from October 1931 until March 1934, From 
April of that year t:J:1.til April 1935 :ie was executive cff:!.oer of 
the U,S,S, PENNSYLVANIA flagsh:!.p of tho U, S. Fleet, Following 
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duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Depart­
ment,·he was District Intelligence Officer, Fourtoenth Naval Dis­
trict, Pearl Harbor, T. H., from June 1935 until August 1937. 
After his return to the United States, he had a second tour of 
duty in the Office of'Naval Intelligence, Navy Department, from 
January to June 1938. He commanded the U,S,S. CHESTER from July 
1938 until February 1940 when he was transferred to duty as Chief 
of Staff and Aide to the Commander, Cruisers, Scouting Force, 
serving under Rear Admiral (now Retired) Gilbert Jonathan Rowcliff 
U,S,N,, and Rear Admiral (now Vice Admiral) John Henry Newton, Jr. 
1,J,$,N,, in the flagship CHICAGO, Detached from that assignment 
January 31, 1941, he was Chief of Staff and Aide to the Commandant 
Twelfth Naval District, San Francisco, California, until December 
1941, serving under Rear Admi1"al (now Retired) Arthur J, Hepburn, 
1,J,$,N,, and lateruridor Vice Admiral John Wills Greenslade, u.s.rc 
He .continued duty as Chief of Staff to Vice Admiral Greenslade 
when tho latter was appointed in December 191fl Commander, Pacific 
Southern Naval Coastal Frontier, design:i,ted in February 1942, Com-­
mander, Western Sea Frontier, serving in that assignment until 
Apl'il 25 1 1943, 

' 

From May 2, 1943, until August 25, 1945, Rear Admiral 
Kilpat1°ick was Chief of Staff and Aldo to the Commander in Chief, 
Atlantic Fleet, serving under Admiral Royal Eason Ingersoll, U, s.r; 
and Admiral Jonas H, Ingram, U,S,N. For his services in that as­
signment, ho was awarded the Legion of Merit, &,d Gold Star in 
lieu 0f the s6ond Legion of Merit, with the following citations: 

Legion of Merit: 
"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services to the Gov­
ernment of the United States as Chief of Staff 
and Aide_ to the Commander in Chief, Atlantic 
Fleet, from Hay 1943, to November 1944. Through­
out .. this important period of anti-submarine war­
fare, Rear Admiral Kilpatrick exercised sound 
judgment in his efficient employment of vital 
equipment and procedures which notably increased 
tho effectiveness of units operating against enemy 
submarines and, through his tireless effort, was 
responsible for the establishment of new practices 
in tho conduct of joint air and surface activities 
of vital Naval groups, Capably relieving the Com­
mander in Chief of many responsibilities, Rear Ad­
miral Kilpatrick, by his brilliant administrative 
ability and steadfast devotion to duty, contributed 
in large measure to tlw success of Atlantic Fleet 
operations." 
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_Gold .. st,o:;r1(.• ;in.-,l i,P,u,"o:( s~c:9n4,_r,,~g,ipp of .Me:tiit : 
11For oxcepti onal;ty ruo.r i torious ·conduc t ,1.n t h e 
perfot'lnnnce of outstanding serv i ces to tho Gov­
e rnment of t he Uni ted State s a.s Chief of Staff 
o.nd Aidd ; to the Commande r in Chi.e f, U~ite d States 
Atlantic Fl eet , from November 15 :, l .944: to August. · 
25 , 1945 : A f orceful l eade r and b ril liant admin~­
is tra tor, Rear Admiral Kilpa tri clc r endered i nval ti­
ab J.e serv i ce to t he Co~ndc r in Chief, At l antic 
:Fl eet ;· i n the . expert direction of ope ra t ions---o f ... 
Fl8 et unit s empl oyed_ in f i nal offensive a.n-e,i. sub­
ma1"j.ne measure s and we,s in large measure r esponsi­
p l e fo r b ringing the B.a.ttlc of 'the Atl ant ic to an 
~ffect:i,ve conclusion . Fol -lowing the surrende r of 
Germa ny, he i nnnedj_tJ.tbly :·turned his e f forts to the 
r e depl oymen t of At l antic 'Flee t units to t he East­
e rn- Hemisphere and, by his supe rb abil i t y in· co­
o,rdinating and ,;lire cting ·the · staff and his compl e te 
understanding of a ll phases of t he momentous pro­
Ject1 cont ributed materially to the rapidity with 
wh.ich t hese ve s sels we re made available to the 
Pacif ic t hea t e r. Rear A.dnii ·ral ·JO.l pa. t rick I s keen 

: f o-r e sight , s ound judgmen t a nd constant de,votion 
. t .o. duty W1;;Jre e s sen tial f'actors in the successful 
.achievements of t he Atlantic Flee t t hroughout this -
-~itended period . " · · 

FO'liowing du ~;y 2.s Gene rD..l Inspector , Wes t e rn Sea. Frontier, 
R0a r Admira l Kilpatrick was orde red in October 1945 to . d\J,ty as 
Deputy Conmw..:-,dc r , , W'e ~t e rn Sea. Frontie r , in c onnec tio.n witl?- t he 
1no.c t i v8 Fleet, Pacific . He w,'1 s t r ':lns f errec1 t; t he Re.t i.re.a Lj_s t 
Jf t he lhvy ')n ;,ugu s t l , 19 4-6 . . . . . 

In. ~ddition to the Logion of Merit with Go l d Star , Rear 
Admira l Kilpatrick ha s the Nicaraguan Campaign Medal (u. s . s. 
MAR~tLAIID) ., tho Victory Meda l , Atlantic Fl eet Clasp (u. s . s . VI R­
GIIH .A ), t ho Haitian Campaign Meda l .(u. s. s ~ DELAWARE) , the Yangtze 
Service Medal (u~s.s. HOUSTON) , and i s entitled to t h e .American 
Defense Se rvice Meda l, F~.cot Cl asp , the American Aroa Campaign 
Mcdul, and th.e World War II Vi ct ory Modal . 

His official addre ss is 

·15 .Deceruher 19 47 . 
***************** 

https://ma1"j.ne



